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Journalismis a
powerful force for
truth — but it is facing

nprecedented




Over the past year, the right to
access trustworthy information
has come under renewed attack.

Social media platforms have shown
that they cannot be relied upon to
regulate content. Meta's decision

to remove fact-checking is just

one example of how safeguards
against mis- and disinformation
are being dismantled, while the
rise of Al-generated content

has begun to overwhelm

systems of quality control.

Meanwhile, global press freedom
is at arecord low, compounded
by international aid cuts that
have left many independent
newsrooms struggling to survive.

But amid these challenges, we
have hope. We've seen firsthand
how change is possible when
communities are equipped with the
tools to question, investigate and
tell their own stories. This report
shares the impact of our work
and why, in the face of rising tides
of false information and threats
to independent journalism, our
work matters more than ever.
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Welcome

from our
Executive
director,
Kelly Walls

from our Chair
of trustees,
Reverend
Professor
Keith Magee

AsIprepare to step down as Executive Director of
The Guardian Foundation, I want to thank everyone
who has made our vital work possible: our brilliant
team, whose talent and commitment brings our
mission to life; the hundreds of volunteers who have
given up their time to enhance our work; our Board of
Trustees for their guidance and support; our funders,
donors and partners for their continued belief in
what we do; and the countless educators, journalists
and young people who engage with our programmes.

Reflecting on my time here, I’m struck by how

the landscape has evolved. When I began this

role, I could never have anticipated the challenge
that generative Al would bring to information
integrity, or how sophisticated disinformation
campaigns would become. Yet our team has
shown remarkable adaptability, from collaborating
on WhatsApp chatbots to help people verify
information, to relentlessly advocating for media
literacy to be embedded in educational policy.

These innovations and efforts demonstrate our
commitment to staying ahead of emerging threats
to truth and this year’s achievements speak to

the growing impact of our approach. Over 20,000
people participated in our programmes and we
reached a further 200,000 through our downloads
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and partnerships. Remarkably, individuals from

76 countries engaged with our work, which is
testament to the universal need for the skills we
provide. We’ve launched school workshops and
resources in Europe, starting with Italy, completed
the fourth year of our Incubator for Independent
Media in Turkey and grew our support of podcasting
for journalists in India to reach people where

other methods are increasingly compromised.

In the UK, journalists supported through our Scott
Trust Bursary scheme and Emerging Voices awards
reached tens of thousands with their reporting,
bringing fresh perspectives to stories that matter.

These numbers represent real people—young minds
learning to question sources, journalists from
underrepresented backgrounds finding their voice,
communities gaining access to reliable information.

Good quality journalism is under renewed attack, yet
working with the brilliant people in our programmes
fills me with real optimism. They embody the future
of quality journalism and informed democracy. As
Istep back from the role of executive director, my
commitment to our mission is undiminished and I
know the team will continue their incredible impact.

Journalism is not a luxury. It is the lifeblood of a
healthy democracy—a force for truth in a world awash
with half-truths, distortions, and deliberate lies.

Today, that force is under siege. Across the globe,
press freedom is shrinking. Independent newsrooms
are silenced by political pressure and economic
hardship. Online, safeguards against disinformation
are dismantled, while AI-generated falsehoods

flood our feeds. The result? Communities divided,
trust eroded, and democracy placed in peril.

Truth cannot defend itself. That’s why we do.

The Guardian Foundation refuses to stand by. We
support journalists in some of the most challenging
environments, helping them keep reporting when
others are forced to stop. We equip young people to
recognise reliable information and reject falsehoods
—preparing a generation not just to consume the
news, but to question it. We open newsroom doors
to those too often excluded, ensuring the media
reflects the diversity of the society it serves.

This is urgent work. Every journalist we train,

every child we teach to question a source, every
underrepresented voice we help amplify brings us
closer to a world where truth is a catalyst for change.

Without diverse, independent journalism, voices
are silenced, communities are misled, and public

trust fractures. When people cannot rely on
credible information, democracy itself'is at risk.

Every day, we help media in compromised
democracies remain strong and sustainable;
equip people of all ages to navigate today’s
complex information landscape; and champion
diversity in the newsroom so stories better
reflect the communities they serve.

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I extend heartfelt
thanks to Kelly Walls, who concludes her tenure as
Executive Director this year. Kelly’s leadership has
strengthened our vision and impact. [ also recognise
our dedicated staff, whose expertise, creativity, and
resilience bring our mission to life worldwide.

As the demand for our programmes grows, so too
does the need for resources. With your support,

we can reach more schools, train more journalists,
and sustain more independent media outlets. You
can help by making a donation via our website,
partnering with us, or sharing our work with others
who believe in a free, fair, and informed society.

On behalf of the Board, thank you for standing
with us. Together, we will keep journalism what
it was always meant to be: a light in the darkness,
a voice for the voiceless, and a force for truth.
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Our mission

We are a global charity dedicated to promoting press freedom,
media literacy, and access to quality liberal journalism.

We equip people with the skills, tools and support to navigate
today’s complex information landscape, and to ensure
that journalism remains a powerful force for truth.

As an independent charity, we leverage the Guardian's
expertise to strengthen journalism’s role in society by:

Building a news and Championing Supporting
media-literate generation, diverse voices independent media

working with young and perspectives in challenging journalistic
people aged 7-18 in the media environments

We support people around the world to build the critical
skills needed to navigate news, distinguish fact from fiction,
and understand the issues that impact their lives.
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Our impact
at a glance

Nurturing critical thinkers
around the world

We launched NewsWise Italy,
our first international pilot of
our award-winning news literacy
programme for 7-11-year-olds.

This year, over

20,000

people have taken part

This includes young people,
teachers and media professionals

We have also had over

31,000

downloads of our resources,

which enabled our work
to reach a further

200,000

Individuals from

76
countries

have engaged with our work; whether directly as part of our
programmes, through work enabled by our partnerships,
or via our freely accessible online resources.
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Empowering journalists in India

Podcasts produced by
programme participants
in India had over

450,000

listens.

Enabling fresh perspectives in UK journalism

The six journalists on our

Scott Trust Bursary scheme work
placements had over 20 million views
on their articles during the year.
They reported on topics such as the
long-term impact of the pandemic,
Gen Z culture and the climate crisis.

Winners of our political opinion-
writing competition reached over
50,000 people with articles on
issues that matter to them.

Demanding systemic change

To tackle the issue of misinformation, there must be systemic
change. That’s why we’re asking the government to embed
news and media literacy into education policy and practice.

“IMedia literacy] should be across the
curriculum. In the 21st century if you
are teaching and you are not taking into
account media literacy across the board

you're not really equipping children
for the world that they really live in"

Elli Narewska,
Head of news and media literacy
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https://theguardianfoundation.org/programmes/scott-trust-bursary
https://www.dataninja.it/en/portfolio/newswise-en/

News and

media literacy

Children and young people are
growing up in an age of fragmented
and fake information sources.

Only 11% of 12-17-year-olds can correctly identify

an accurate social media post without making a
mistake. False and misleading content is pervasive,
on the rise, and shaping views on critical and
divisive topics such as health, climate, international
relations and narratives around gender identity.

The rise of generative Al is adding to the challenge. It
has already brought transformative change, with some
positive impacts and applications, but it also makes
fake content increasingly indistinguishable from
reality. Children are twice as likely as adults to have
used Al tools, and 76% of parents are concerned about
its impact on their child’s ability to think critically.

Our team of education experts equip young
people aged 7-18 with the critical thinking skills
to navigate this increasingly complex information
environment, developing the next generation

of informed citizens who can identify quality
journalism and detect mis- and disinformation.

We turn school classrooms into newsrooms,
running interactive workshops, producing lesson
plans and training educators and families.

Journalists in the classroom

This year, we facilitated journalist Q&A sessions
for 2,875 primary school children, giving them an
insight into working in a newsroom and a channel
for curiosity around journalism as a career. These
sessions help children understand what goes into
news production and exposes them to real news
stories from real journalists, increasing trust and
awareness of thorough journalistic process.

“My pupils were excited when their questions
were answered. They were interested in
finding out about the Post Office Report.”

Primary school teacher

Resources for younger pupils

Research has found that younger children are
increasingly using social media, raising their
exposure to false information. We’ve had
consistent demand from teachers in the UK for
critical media literacy resources for younger age
groups ever since our primary school programme
in partnership with the National Literacy Trust
and PSHE Association, NewsWise, began.

This year, we created new resources with and for
teachers, including lessons designed for pupils
starting from age seven with a clear route progression
to age eleven. These resources complement our
existing offering, allowing children to build on

and consolidate previous learning, ensuring

that the skills developed are long-lasting.

Over the past year, our resources
have reached over 172,665 primary
school children, supporting

3,000 teachers to teach news and
media literacy to their class.
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NewsWise goes to Italy

As part of our mission to tackle the growing impact
of misinformation around the world, we’ve launched
NewsWise Italy, our first international pilot of

our award-winning news literacy programme

for 7-11-year-olds. Working in partnership with
Dataninja and Reggio Children, we are delivering
translated resources and teacher training to
schools across Italy, helping pupils develop the
skills they need to navigate the digital world.

This project lays the groundwork for the wider
international rollout of the NewsWise programme,
with a specially-designed toolkit to support
future adaptations in other countries and regions.
So far, two pre-pilot workshops in Genoa and
Milan have reached 51 pupils, and the webinar
launch was attended by over 100 participants.

Our European advisory panel is made up

of media literacy and education experts
from across six countries in the region; they
are instrumental in helping to ensure our
approach is evidence-based, relevant, and
accessible to as many children as possible.

Why do we focus on news
and media literacy?

By ensuring children leave school with a
strong understanding of news and media,
we are helping them become informed

and engaged citizens who can successfully
navigate an increasingly complex information
landscape. Across primary and secondary
age, our programmes have demonstrated

a wider impact on writing sKills, civic
engagement, confidence and leadership skills.

“We exist in an area of multiple
deprivation where debate
and discussion are not a
regular feature of life in the
adult world, let alone the
world of a child or young
person. These resources
have not only opened up the
world to the children, they
have helped them realise
they are important and have
a place in our world with a
voice that should be heard.”

Primary school teacher
taking part in NewsWise
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Shaping the national
conversation on media literacy
in education and beyond

The Guardian Foundation is continually
striving to embed news and media literacy into
education policy and practice in the UK:

« Aspart of the Department for Education’s
curriculum review, we are calling for news
and media literacy to be recognised as a core
competency, taught across relevant subjects with
a clear framework of outcomes at each key stage.
Our recommendations to the DfE are grounded
in years of programme delivery and evaluation,
which show that young people can successfully
develop practical strategies like lateral reading,
source verification and fact-checking.

«  We submitted evidence to the Oracy Education
Commission for their report on the future of
oracy education in England, ‘We need to talk’,
highlighting how speaking and listening skills
support critical engagement with media.

We also actively participate in networks advocating
for greater news and media literacy including the
News Literacy Network, Media and Information
Literacy Alliance, Poynter’s Global Media Literacy
Network and Ofcom’s Making Sense of Media.

Responding to the
Southport riots

The violence and unrest following the tragedy in
Southport in 2024 revealed how unchecked online
speculation can rapidly spread misleading or false
information fuelling racism and real-world harm.

That’s why we contributed to ‘Lessons
from Southport’, a multi-stakeholder
enquiry that highlighted the urgent need
for news literacy education in schools.

We’re confident from our news literacy programmes
that we can help young people think critically about

what they see and hear, particularly in moments of
crisis and heightened emotion when people’s ability
to discern truth from fiction is often compromised.

We have also coached the public engagement
team at the University of Central Lancashire

to deliver our Media Literacy Ambassador
programme as part of the team’s project on
developing news literacy and social cohesion in
Lancashire as a result of the Southport riots.

Supporting lifelong media
literacy in Europe

Whilst our work focuses on children and young
people, we know everyone needs support.
That’s why we’re developing multilingual
WhatsApp chatbots offering bite-sized lessons
in fact-checking and critical thinking.

Working with Spanish independent journalistic
platform Maldita, German non-profit newsroom
Correctiv and Belgian fact-checking organisation
deCheckers, this series is being translated and
adapted with region-specific examples.
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“It has been really transformational; the
students are now confident to use their voice.”

Before working with The Guardian Foundation, staff at Derby
College were worried about how to tackle misinformation.

“There were lots of instances of students
encountering mis- and disinformation and
quoting it,” the college’s curriculum manager,
Debbie Painter, recalls. “Although we had
access to a few resources, we did not have

a holistic programme that tackled it.”

The Guardian Foundation’s Media Literacy
Ambassador programme offered a structured,
scalable solution for the college, training young
people to spot misinformation and share what
they’ve learned by teaching their peers.

“We wanted our students to be more critical
about what was going on in the world around
them, but we wanted to empower them by
leading each other within the programme.” The
peer-led model and in-college delivery made it
inclusive and impactful: “Many of our students
come from deprived backgrounds [...] so having
it in the college made it really inclusive.”

In 2024/25 The Guardian Foundation

trained 580 Ambassadors to deliver
sessions to 2,165 of their peers.

A classroom in the newsroom

We continue to innovate to support young people as
the world of news changes. We welcome thousands
of young people every year to experience world-
class tuition from news and media experts, and

get hands on with the same technology used by
Guardian journalists every day. Evaluation shows
that a visit to the Educations Centre increases young
people’s awareness and understanding of careers

in the news media, engages them in current affairs
and makes them more resilient to misinformation.

The programme has transformed teaching and
learning at Derby College. ‘Horizontal research’
is a term we now hear frequently in the
classroom. Critical thinking and fact-checking
are now regularly part of lesson plans in
English, Sociology, History and STEM subjects.

The student impact has been equally
significant; some students have gone on
to advise Ofcom, speak at national events
like the Children’s Media Conference, and
take up leadership roles in college.

il

We did not realise just how
much of a significant impact
the programme has had upon
us until we looked back, this
is one of the best initiatives
we have ever taken part in.

Debbie Painter, Derby College

Guardian News &
Media Archive

The Guardian Foundation continues to preserve
and share the rich history of the Guardian and

the Observer. The Archive holds a wide range

of material, from correspondence and diaries to
cartoons, photographs and oral history recordings,
spanning over 200 years. These records help us
understand the people, decisions and events that
have shaped our society and the organisation
itself. Over the past year, we’ve continued to
welcome researchers and journalists to explore
the Collections. Our volunteering programme has
supported 16 volunteers to gain experience of the
archives sector, giving them a unique opportunity
to work with media archives. Their work has
enabled us to make more collections available,
including over 4000 photographs, and allowed

us to better support the Guardian’s journalism.
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Voice and
agency

Newsrooms do not reflect the
diversity of the societies they serve.

Journalism is one of the least diverse professions

in the UK. The proportion of working-class
journalists has not improved since 2016, and

only 7% of people in the most senior editorial

roles are from ethnic minority backgrounds.'?
When newsrooms fail to reflect the society they
serve, stories are missed, divisions deepen and trust
in the media declines.3 This pushes people towards
less reliable sources of information.

Through our programmes, we remove the barriers
that prevent talented people from underrepresented
backgrounds from entering and progressing in
journalism. By helping them reach their potential,

we make the industry fairer whilst ensuring it
reflects a wider range of perspectives. This gives
audiences a fuller, more accurate picture of the world.

Shaping the future
of journalism

Our Scott Trust Bursary trainees and

alumni are making their mark across the
industry, demonstrating the power of giving
underrepresented voices a platform to create
more compelling, representative journalism.

Sammy Gecsoyler

Sammy Gecsoyler was
named a finalist for the
New Journalist of the
Year category at the
2024 British Journalism
Awards after receiving
the 2021/22 Scott Trust
Bursary, and has now
secured a reporter
role—further proof

of the exceptional
talent emerging from
the programme.

1 Spilsbury M. (2023). Diversity in Journalism
2 Reuters Institute, (2024). Race and leadership in the news media 2024.
318.3% of the UK population are from ethnic minority backgrounds.

‘Women in Media & Journalism’

Mimi Ibrahim

In March 2025, 2023/24 bursary
recipient Mimi Ibrahim brought
her insight to a panel on

at Cambridge University,
speaking alongside senior
editors from the Financial
Times, BBC Radio 4 Today
programme and The Times.
After completing the scheme
she started working as a Digital
Journalist at BirminghamWorld.

Matthew Pearce

In April 2025, Matthew Pearce
secured a permanent weekend
news sub-editor role, completing
his bursary early to take up

the post. This year he has also
supported the production of the
Politics Weekly UK podcast.

Around 70% of
Scott Trust Bursary alumni are
still working in journalism

Scott Trust Bursary work experience placements
continue to open doors for outstanding emerging
journalists, giving them the platform to develop,
pitch and publish impactful journalism.

» InFebruary 2025, 2023/24 recipient Raphael Boyd
contributed to Class Act, a major investigation
into class inequality in the arts, working alongside
bursary alum
Lanre Bakare.
The project
exposed how
more than a
third of creative
industry leaders
come from
private school
backgrounds.
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» In March, Matthew Pearce pitched and produced
a Today in Focus episode on the UK’s first
drug consumption clinic, offering a nuanced
look at harm reduction in Glasgow.

» Current bursary recipient Sundus Abdi
interviewed director Warda Mohamed
and actress Kosar Ali about their award-
winning short Muna, exploring themes of
teenage dreams and dislocated grief.

» Isaaq Tomkins, currently studying multimedia
journalism at Manchester Metropolitan
University, has been putting skills acquired in his
participation in the 2024/25 bursary scheme into
practice by producing a documentary with peers
exploring Britain’s oldest tradition, May Day.

These successes are a testament not only to
the opportunities made possible through
the bursary scheme, but to the exceptional
talent of those rising through it.

“I feel more confident
reaching out to people,
pitching ideas and
interviewing. My mind has
opened to other aspects
of journalism that I hadn't
considered prior to this
scheme which has made me
more adaptable and flexible
with where my skillset
could take me in the future.”
Sinéad Campbell

2024/2025 Scott Trust
Bursary recipient

1

Previous award winners Daniel Lavelle, Elsie McDowell and Lucy
Knight discuss diversity in journalism at our annual award ceremony.

Bursary alumni

Our alumni continue to go from strength to
strength across the industry, with the majority
of recipients from throughout the 35-year history
of the bursary still working in journalism:

2022/23 recipient Nyima Jobe completed her
nine-month editorial contract in June and joined
HPCi Media’s Cosmetics Business as a copywriter
and editor, covering news and features in the
beauty sector. In June 2025, she returned to the
Guardian working as Commercial Audience Editor.

Aneesa Ahmed, after completing the 2022/23
bursary scheme, took on a part-time role at
Resident Advisor—reflecting her passion for
music—while continuing to write for the Guardian.

Lucy Knight, a former Emerging Voices Award
winner, is now a features writer at the paper.

Other alumni continue their careers at the
Financial Times, The New York Times, Forbes, BBC,
Politico, Sky News, the Daily Mirror and more.
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Emerging Voices Awards

This year we relaunched our political opinion-
writing award with a new name that makes the
purpose of the award clear: to celebrate young voices,
fresh perspectives and excellent journalism in the UK.
In May, we celebrated April O’Neill

and Ibraheem Mockbel as winners at our annual
ceremony. Samai Nyirenda, Harriet White and

Grace Winchester were named as runners-up.

April’s winning piece focused on the impact of false
and harmful content online. She blended storytelling,
policy insight and advocacy, and sparked widespread
engagement, receiving over 41,000 page views

and more than 150 reader comments. Readers

praised the article’s relevance and relatability—one
commenter praised the “brilliant article”, reflecting
that “there are many adults who believe a lot of

misinformation which is dangerous and seriously Tbraheem Mockbel collecting his award.

concerning.” Judge Hugh Muir said the piece “pulled

off the brilliant trick of making us think afresh Ibraheem’s work focused on Europe’s youngest
about a subject we thought was already familiar.” city, Birmingham, and the impact of cuts

to youth services. His thoughtful, solution-
driven piece received over 14,000 views,
with judge Suzanne Warr praising his vivid
language and clear analysis: “A lovely turn of
phrase... such a promising piece of writing.”

In memory of...

The award remains in memory of Hugo Young, a
celebrated political journalist and columnist known
for his unwavering integrity, clarity and passion

for independent journalism. Former Guardian
Editor-in-chief Alan
Rusbridger described
him as “a journalist
who could provoke a
welling of trust by the
simple power of his
writing.” He embodied
the values of The
Guardian Foundation,
championing truth,
independence and
public interest.

April O’Neill collecting her Emerging Voices Award and meeting
Guardian journalists Polly Toynbee (left) and Jenny Stevens (right).
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Media
viability

Global press freedom is being
eroded faster than ever.

Around the world, independent journalism is
under pressure from repressive regimes and
unsustainable business models struggling to
keep up with technological change and growing
constraints. This is leaving a vacuum in which
disinformation and propaganda thrive.

We are committed to fighting this. By tapping

into the Guardian’s expertise and working with
local partners, we offer sustained support for
media organisations under threat. Our approach
goes beyond newsroom training—we mobilise
expertise from across the Guardian and wider
media industry’s editorial, technology and business
teams to co-create practical, long-term solutions.

To date, we've supported
over 400 journalists from 14
countries, including Turkey,
Ukraine, India and Syria.

Podcasting

In collaboration with the University of Essex, we
established the Essex Media Fellowship, supporting
10 Indian journalists to spend three months in the
UK developing their podcasting and storytelling
skills. Through tailored training, expert mentorship,
networking opportunities and hands-on support,
Fellows received a comprehensive foundation in
podcast production, including interviewing, social
media strategy and sustainable business models.

The Guardian Foundation played a central role

in delivering this training and continued to
support Fellows as they developed multi-episode
podcasts during and after the programme.

Podcasts have had

450,000

listens and views so far

Why are we working in India?

» With widespread violence and harassment
against journalists, highly concentrated
media ownership and reliance on
government advertising and funding,
press freedom is in crisis in India.

The industry is dominated by
upper-caste Hindu men, narrowing
perspectives in the media.

Despite these challenges, and with

our support, journalists continue to
innovate and expand into new formats
like podcasting, reaching new audiences
with underreported stories.

The impact of the Media Fellowship has been
significant: seven out of 10 Fellows successfully
published their podcasts and video episodes,
collectively attracting more than 450,000
listens and views. All participants reported
marked professional development and a clear
commitment to continue podcasting.

The Fellowship’s influence also helped to
catalyse lasting transformation within the
wider media landscape, with five Fellows
introducing organisational changes within
their media outlets after their participation,
either by launching new podcasting divisions
or expanding existing multimedia teams.

of Fellows now //«

feel equipped

with the skills ‘e
needed to

produce podcasts

independently y o\
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A number of the Fellow’s podcasts have already
been published, highlighting important and
interesting issues and gaining momentum

in India. Many of them focus on local issues

or issues related to minority groups in

India, where stories often go untold.

» Shaheen Abdulla published several episodes
of Khakiland, a podcast series looking
at incidents of police brutality against
Muslims in India. Abdulla hopes to develop
arelated newsletter and second series of
the podcast. Each of his published episodes
have accumulated roughly 1,000 listeners.

» Vaibhav Kumar Karan published his video
interview series examining different aspects of
life for the lower castes in India. The most popular
episode gained over 48,000 views as of the
publication of this report. He is currently adapting
the episodes for podcast format release soon.

« Amir Abbas published episodes of Bihar
Halt, looking at the history of the region of
Bihar, with a focus on what can come after
historical caste discrimination, economic
exploitation and political conflict.

» Vrinda Sharma published episodes of Podcast:
Junction, speaking to people who work in sectors
that are often overlooked. These episodes have
so far garnered over 200,000 plays on YouTube.

« Ruchika Sharma published a trailer and
episode of her Zubaane Tareekh series,
creating songs about the history of India to
tackle misinformation and false nationalistic
narratives. She has been working with a
producer to compose and record a full suite of
songs and intends to produce a second series.

» Shoaib Daniyal published multiple episodes of
Scroll Adda with Shoaib Daniyal, as well as several
videos covering different topics, including the
recent India-Pakistan conflict and a look back at
the Delhi riots. The series contributes to building
the overall multimedia capacity of Scroll, an
independent digital news publication in India.

Four years in Turkey

Our Incubator for Independent Media project works
with local partner NewsLabTurkey to provide
opportunities for Turkish media professionals to
develop their own projects, as well as upskilling
media leaders, producing valuable learning resources
and conducting research into the media sector.

100% of trainees improved their
journalism skills and knowledge

and created a new product or
concept for their organisation.

Over the past four years, the programme has
addressed critical challenges faced by Turkish
media, including government control, censorship,
economic difficulties, and the lack of independent
voices in journalism. The collaboration sought to
build the capacity of high-quality independent
Turkish media, contributing to the development
of a stable and fair democracy where media
informs and empowers civil society, influences
decision-making, and holds power to account.

The project, funded by the Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida), was
completed in 2024/25. Independent evaluation
found that the long-term nature of the project
created a stronger relationship between the
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https://open.spotify.com/show/7fImB9d7lQ0xhxWrIsO7kp
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lGEChGse1U&list=PLw3TDbfl2YpOkzxKtgCrd731d7v8XYLBF
https://scroll.in/
https://theguardianfoundation.org/programmes/incubator-for-independent-media
https://www.newslabturkey.org/
https://www.sida.se/en
https://www.sida.se/en
https://theguardianfoundation.org/assets/files/media-viability/incubator-independent-evaluation-report-executive-summary-2025.pdf

The Incubator for Independent Media in Turkey offered:

Knowledge
Exchange Week

Incubator

Training,
mentorship and
microgrants

International
networking and
collaboration

Research Hub Training of
Independent Trainers (ToT)

analysis of the Building local
Turkish media expertise

landscape

Free online Regional
resources Academies

Accessible A week of workshops
support for media and newsroom
organisations visits for regional
journalists

These components equip Turkish journalists, especially
freelancers and early-career professionals, with the
technical, editorial, and entrepreneurial skills necessary to
produce sustainable, ethical, and professional journalism.

delivery team and the participants, enabling more who continue to face challenges in Turkey. Visit
dynamic and relevant support to be delivered our website to learn more about how you can
as their needs changed over time. Through the support us to continue our work in this sector.

project new peer connections and support networks
were built and existing ones strengthened, which
ultimately strengthens the sector overall.

The project established mentoring and knowledge- ! ! . .
sharing connections and developed a library of media professmnals
free educational content, but more is needed to :

meet the long-term needs of media organisations through the project

We reached
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Financial
sumimary

Financial activities Unrestricted Restricted Total for Total for
funds funds 2024/25 2023/24

Income £1,272,471 £177,629 £1,450,100 £1,917,226

(£1,407328)  (£264,584) | (£1,671,912) @ (£1,824,253)

Tt s £205,899 | £116,155 | £322,054

Balance sheet 2024/25 2023/24

Cash at bank and in hand £336,538 £576,116

Creditors: amount falling due within one year (£57,080) (£106,154)

Please refer to our Annual Report and financial statements for more detail.

The Guardian Foundation impact report | 2024/25 20



S —

The Guardian eport|2024/25 21




Your
support

Our volunteers, friends and funders
help us make a difference to the
media literacy of children and young
people, empower underrepresented

and aspiring journalists, and support

media organisations working in
difficult contexts. We could not
do our work without them.

Thank you to our funders

We rely on the generosity of our funders to
continue our world-leading programmes.
We are immensely grateful for their support.

Arsenal Foundation

The Scott Trust

DMF Ellis Charitable Trust
Garfield Weston

George Cadbury Fund

Golden Acre Foods

Grantham Yorke Trust

Maldita

Maybrook Properties

Ofcom

Sida

Stichting Benevolentia

Hull Family Foundation
University of Central Lancashire
University of Essex

William A. Cadbury Charitable Trust

And thank you to all the individuals who
have made a donation in 2024/25.

Thank you to our partners
Birmingham City University

City St George’s, University of London
CORRECTIV

Dataninja

deCheckers

Goldsmiths, University of London
Leeds Trinity University

Maldita

Manchester Metropolitan University
National Literacy Trust
NewsLabTurkey

Oliver Wyman

PSHE Association

Reggio Children

The Guardian

University of Birmingham
University of Central Lancashire
University of Essex

University of Liverpool

University of Sheffield

And thank you to all individuals who supported
us with their expertise free of charge in 2024/25.
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Rising to the challenge

Right now, our programmes are ready
to scale up. The demand for our work is
growing, but our resources are limited.
That's why we need your support.

With your help, we could

do so much more:

Localise and adapt our
resources, supporting
young people in
classrooms worldwide.

Champion systemic change
by engaging with the UK
government, educational
bodies, and regulators

on education reform and
journalism’s future.

Bring our free news literacy
programme to more UK
state schools and work

with every teacher training
college across the UK,
equipping future educators
to teach news literacy from
day one of their careers.

Increase support for
journalists where we
already work.

Create free online content,
giving more young people
easy access to journalism
professionals and tools

for navigating today’s
media landscape.

Expand our work to new
countries, prioritising regions
where media is under threat,
where democracy is fragile,
or where misinformation is
impacting people’s voting
behaviour and understanding
of current issues.

Launch a ‘masterclass’

series for young people,
connecting them with the UK’s
top journalists and offering
workshops and career insights.

Offer more awards and
bursaries, giving young
and underrepresented
voices a platform and
support to tell the stories
that matter to them.

Build a global network
of resilience, connecting
independent media
organisations to share
expertise, support each
other, and amplify

their work beyond

our programmes.

Every donation helps us grow, from reaching more schools

and training more young journalists, to strengthening

independent journalism where it's needed most.

Scan the QR code to make a one-off or regular donation.

Or get in touch at infi

rdianfoundation.or

to find out how you can help us go further.
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Our purpose is to promote global press
freedom and access to liberal journalism.

By engaging with audiences and educators, in schools

and communities, our media literacy work tackles
disinformation, enhancing people’s ability to critically
evaluate news. Through training, mentorship, bursaries
and career guidance, we facilitate opportunities for people
from underrepresented backgrounds to use their voice
and agency and be included in the media. By collaborating
with fellow journalists and news organisations operating
in areas that challenge their viability, we foster their
capacity to engage people with fact-based journalism.

Contact us

The Guardian Foundation, Kings Place, 90 York Way, London, N1 9GU
Email: info@theguardianfoundation.org

Instagram: @guardian_foundation

LinkedIn: The Guardian Foundation

Facebook: @TheGuardianFoundationUK
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