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Boy smashes 3,500
year old vase at

museum

Fake or real?

lesson-5-fake-real-headlines

Pupils vote on whether each headline is real or fake, making a ‘gut reaction’ decision.
(Don’t  reveal the answers yet!). 

• What do you think about this story headline? 
• Is it easy to tell if a story is real or fake (especially if we only read it quickly)? 
• Did you have enough information to make an informed decision? 
• How might people react to each of these headlines? 

Important note: All of these stories appeared in the news and are therefore real news or
real ‘fake  news’. For your information we have included the source below. If you decide to
view these  stories online in the classroom, be aware that advertising and other stories
may pop up. It is  therefore best to select the relevant sections and prepare these as a
teaching resource to ensure  safe use in the classroom. When researching stories at home,
pupils and parents should be made  aware that online news portals may include adult
content. Please note that we cannot be  responsible for other content and advertising on
these websites.

REAL:
• Boy smashes 3,500 year old vase at museum, BBC, August 2024 - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg2j2y20epo
• Library cards given to newborn babies in Cornwall, BBC, August 2024 - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cz7338v2qn3o
• Seal steals dinghy for sunbathing sessions, BBC, August 2024 - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2kjdg3d3v0o
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FAKE:
• Anne Frank's diary actually written by American man, factcheck by Full Fact, March 2024
- 
https://fullfact.org/online/anne-frank-diary-ballpoint-pen-meyer-levin-false-claim/ 
• Energy drink increases chances of disease, factcheck by Full Fact, June 2024 - 
https://fullfact.org/health/energy-drinks-aspartame-kidneys-liver/
• Expensive cars floating on boats during floods in Dubai, factcheck by Full Fact, April 2024
- 
https://fullfact.org/online/luxury-car-boat-dubai-flood/ 
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Stop! 
Answers on the next slide...
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Stop here! 

Come back here for the plenary, when you're ready to reveal the answers...

Page 8 of 14



© NewsWise 2024

Boy smashes 3,500
year old vase at

museum

Fake or real?

lesson-5-fake-real-headlines

The answers...

REAL

• Boy smashes 3,500 year old vase at museum, BBC, August 2024 - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/ckg2j2y20epo

Important note: All of these stories appeared in the news and are therefore real news or
real ‘fake news’. For your information we have included the source below. If you decide to
view these stories online in the classroom, be aware that advertising and other stories may
pop up. It is therefore best to select the relevant sections and prepare these as a teaching
resource to ensure safe use in the classroom. When researching stories at home, pupils
and parents should be made aware that online news portals may include adult content.
Please note that we cannot be responsible for other content and advertising on these
websites.
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FAKE:

• Anne Frank's diary actually written by American man, factcheck by Full Fact, March 2024
- 
https://fullfact.org/online/anne-frank-diary-ballpoint-pen-meyer-levin-false-claim/ 

Important note: All of these stories appeared in the news and are therefore real news or
real ‘fake news’. For your information we have included the source below. If you decide to
view these stories online in the classroom, be aware that advertising and other stories may
pop up. It is therefore best to select the relevant sections and prepare these as a teaching
resource to ensure safe use in the classroom. When researching stories at home, pupils
and parents should be made aware that online news portals may include adult content.
Please note that we cannot be responsible for other content and advertising on these
websites.
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REAL:

• Library cards given to newborn babies in Cornwall, BBC, August 2024 - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cz7338v2qn3o

Important note: All of these stories appeared in the news and are therefore real news or
real ‘fake news’. For your information we have included the source below. If you decide to
view these stories online in the classroom, be aware that advertising and other stories may
pop up. It is therefore best to select the relevant sections and prepare these as a teaching
resource to ensure safe use in the classroom. When researching stories at home, pupils
and parents should be made aware that online news portals may include adult content.
Please note that we cannot be responsible for other content and advertising on these
websites.
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FAKE 

• Energy drink increases chances of disease, factcheck by Full Fact, June 2024 - 
https://fullfact.org/health/energy-drinks-aspartame-kidneys-liver/

Important note: All of these stories appeared in the news and are therefore real news or
real ‘fake news’. For your information we have included the source below. If you decide to
view these stories online in the classroom, be aware that advertising and other stories may
pop up. It is therefore best to select the relevant sections and prepare these as a teaching
resource to ensure safe use in the classroom. When researching stories at home, pupils
and parents should be made aware that online news portals may include adult content.
Please note that we cannot be responsible for other content and advertising on these
websites.
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FAKE 

• Expensive cars floating on boats during floods in Dubai, factcheck by Full Fact, April 2024
- 
https://fullfact.org/online/luxury-car-boat-dubai-flood/

Important note: All of these stories appeared in the news and are therefore real news or
real ‘fake news’. For your information we have included the source below. If you decide to
view these stories online in the classroom, be aware that advertising and other stories may
pop up. It is therefore best to select the relevant sections and prepare these as a teaching
resource to ensure safe use in the classroom. When researching stories at home, pupils
and parents should be made aware that online news portals may include adult content.
Please note that we cannot be responsible for other content and advertising on these
websites.

Page 13 of 14



© NewsWise 2024

Seal steals dinghy 
for sunbathing

sessions

Fake or real?

lesson-5-fake-real-headlines

REAL

• Seal steals dinghy for sunbathing sessions, BBC, August 2024 - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c2kjdg3d3v0o

Important note: All of these stories appeared in the news and are therefore real news or
real ‘fake news’. For your information we have included the source below. If you decide to
view these stories online in the classroom, be aware that advertising and other stories may
pop up. It is therefore best to select the relevant sections and prepare these as a teaching
resource to ensure safe use in the classroom. When researching stories at home, pupils
and parents should be made aware that online news portals may include adult content.
Please note that we cannot be responsible for other content and advertising on these
websites.
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