
Vocabulary to pre-teach
fact

source

Berlin

lioness

wild boar

drones

experts



Lesson 5

Questioning sources
of information



Journalist training school

A good journalist needs to report the facts about a story. They should
know which sources are reliable and question those that seem
unreliable.

Learning objective

To question sources of information



Telling the truth?
Sometimes we might hear somebody say something, and we start to wonder
if it’s really true. What would you think if somebody said this…?

Luis is doing a class presentation. He tells his classmates that he has spent
the weekend cleaning up after his pet elephant. He says he has had the

elephant for three years, but nobody has ever seen it.

What makes you think that
Luis is not telling the truth?



Telling the truth?

Cassady has just joined her new school. Her new classmates ask her what
she thinks of the new school. She says that she is surprised at how easy PE

lessons are because, at her old school, they used to run away from a tiger as
their usual warm up.

Sometimes we might hear somebody say something, and we start to wonder
if it’s really true. What would you think if somebody said this…?

What makes you think that
Cassady is not telling the truth?



Telling the truth?

Agnieszka tells her friends that she will be off school the next day. She says
that she will be going to have a check up on her x-ray eye which can see

through walls.

Sometimes we might hear somebody say something, and we start to wonder
if it’s really true. What would you think if somebody said this…?

What makes you think that
Agnieszka is not telling the truth?



fact
something that is known to be true and
can be proved

Sometimes it can be difficult to know what is and what is not a fact.

Things that are untrue can be said as if they are. This makes it even
more tricky!



When we hear new information that we are
unsure about, we should ask:

Who is saying it?
What do I know about them?

Asking these questions
can help us decide
whether a source is... believable



Panic in Berlin
as police search

for lion



What we know:

This is a real news story
about a police search that
happened in Berlin.

What you need to do:

Read your quote

Ask your friend if they think
the source is believable

Tally their answer

Find another friend to ask



Remember the key questions:

Who is saying it?

What do I know about them?

What did
you think?



What really
happened?



Think about what we’ve learned this lesson. Use the scale to
show how much you agree or disagree with these statements. 

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neither agree
nor disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree



It is okay to ask questions
about a story.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neither agree
nor disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree



Some sources are more
believable than others.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neither agree
nor disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree



If someone believes a fake story,
they should feel embarrassed.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neither agree
nor disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree



It is not okay to change my
mind about a story.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neither agree
nor disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree



If I like a story, I should share it
anyway. It doesn’t matter if it’s

true or not.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neither agree
nor disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree



I should believe stories straight
away before I ask questions.

1 2 3 4 5
Strongly
disagree

Disagree Neither agree
nor disagree 

Agree Strongly 
agree


