Teacher guide

Drafting a
broadcast script

Learning objective

To draft an audio news broadcast

Learning outcomes
» Refer to planning and prior learning

«  Write an audio broadcast script
that meets a given criteria

Curriculum links
«  English (reading): Identify features of texts

« English (writing): Using model texts to
guide own writing; Selecting appropriate
vocabulary; Using organisational devices

«  English (oracy): Take part in discussions

See ‘NewsWise and your curriculum’ for a more
detailed breakdown of how this lesson links
to your national curriculum objectives.

This lesson focuses on all of
the NewsWise values.

NewsWise

Core knowledge/skills

When a broadcast journalist is writing a script,
they need to be sure that the information in
their report is accurate and based on thorough
research. They also need to consider how
easily it can be understood by an audience.

There are different conventions used when writing
a script for an audio broadcast that make it easier
for the presenter to read. For example, numbers
are not used: they are written in words instead.

Before you begin

Schools approach the writing process differently, so
this lesson plan is completely flexible. We strongly
recommend teachers model each part of the broadcast
script and break the writing process into chunks.
They should use their professional judgement and
knowledge of their class to pace the writing in a

way that will achieve the best possible outcomes.

It is advisable to build in several opportunities
for pupils to read their scripts aloud and continue
rehearsing sentences as they go, building

on the learning in lesson 12. Real broadcast
journalists do this regularly to ensure that the
script they have written is easy to read and,

more importantly, easy to understand.

One of the starter activities explores hooks and
how they keep listeners interested in the story.
Most pupils will not write a hook of their own
and should only do so if they are ready for that
level of challenge. This activity will allow pupils
to consider how the hook works and why they
may be included in some audio broadcasts. It will
be useful for pupils to recognise that an audio
broadcast needs to keep its audience interested
from the start so that they carry on listening.

If the starter activity focussed on hooks
is not appropriate for your class, use
the alternative option instead.



Teacher guide

Starter/baseline assessment (s mins; Questions for assessment
Explain to pupils that some audio broadcasts will e What do you need to remember when
use a ‘hook’ to start the story. This should not give you write your hook/top line/5Ws/extra
very much information away, but it should make the details/balanced quotes/outro?

audience want to listen to the rest of the report. ) ) ]
«  Isall the most important information

Use lesson slides to work through the ‘What hooks about the story included?

you in?’ activity. Pairs or small groups discuss the )

option they feel is the best hook and explain why. Ask *  How could you rewrite... to make
individuals to share their thinking and use follow up it clearer for the audience?

questions. What made you choose that example? How
did that example hook you in? Which of the options is
not a good hook? What made it not such a good hook?

*  How could you rewrite... to make
it easier for you to read?

«  Why should you avoid using numbers
and symbols in your script?

OR

Look at the 5W introduction from the Bad
example broadcast script used in lesson 9.
Ask children: Why is this ineffective? How
could we rewrite this to make it better?

Use lesson slides to explore how this could
be rewritten in a more effective way.

Learning activities (5o mins]

Encourage pupils to revisit their Planning organiser
(from lesson 10/11) and Broadcast script note
catcher (from lesson 12) to remind themselves

of the story they will be writing about.

Give pupils time to write their own broadcast script
based on their planning. Chunk the writing process
as much as possible by either modelling the writing
of each part of the script or by sharing a pre-written
example before pupils work on their own.

Encourage pupils to periodically read their
script aloud. (Actual presenters and producers
will read their scripts aloud regularly to check
that they make sense, are easy to say and
easy for the audience to understand.)

Plenary /5 mins]
Use the “True or false quiz’ slides to check

pupils’ understanding of the style and
language of a news broadcast.
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