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‘It was chaos. I couldn’t move’ 
Horror as 153 die in Seoul
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Ministers accused of ‘wild west’ 
attitude to UK’s national security 

  Peter Walker 
Dan Sabbagh 
Pippa Crerar

Ministers risk creating “wild west” 
conditions in matters of national 
security  by the increased use of 

personal  email and phones to conduct 
confi dential business, intelligence 
experts and former offi  cials  say.

 After a week  tainted by a row  over 
the use of a personal  email account  
by  the home secretary, Suella Braver-
man, it was revealed yesterday that 
Liz Truss’s  mobile  was allegedly 
    hacked by overseas agents.        

Ministers did not deny the report 
 of the attack on Truss’s phone,  which 
was discovered  during  this summer’s 
Tory leadership contest .

  The crossbench peer and  former 
head of the British army Richard Dan-
natt  accused  Truss and Braverman of 
“ill discipline” and “poor judgment” . 
“This, frankly, is not good enough,” 
he  said. “If these people aspire to be 
in senior positions, positions of lead-
ership, they’ve got to be disciplined.”

 Braverman’s position as home sec-
retary – Rishi Sunak restored her to 
the job  after Truss sacked her over 
the data breach – is seen as  vulner-
able,  given separate claims  that she 

a backbench Tory MP, John Hayes, 
a  mentor and close ideological ally .

It has since emerged that Truss 
allegedly used her personal phone 
while foreign secretary for numer-
ous exchanges, including with offi  cial 
from other nations, and for private 
chats with Kwasi Kwarteng, who 
 became her chancellor . 

Asked about claims in the Mail 
on Sunday that these chats were 
potentially read by Rus-
sian agents, the levelling 

BBC local 
radio under 
threat from 
huge cuts
 Exclusive
Jim Waterson 
Matthew Weaver

  BBC local radio stations could be left 
with just a handful of  programmes 
specifi c to their area under propos-
als set to be announced this week.

A fresh round of BBC cuts is due 
to be announced  today, with sources 
telling the Guardian it will  herald the 
end of most local radio stations as 
truly distinctive standalone outlets.

Plans under consideration include 
cutting the number of weekday 
shows on each BBC local radio sta-
tion to two, leaving just a breakfast 
show and a lunchtime programme.

Output during the afternoons and 
evenings would consist of shows 
broadcast on multiple local stations 
 across large swathes of the UK, or 
even nationally.

Weekend output, with the excep-
tion of sports coverage, would also be 
largely run on a regional basis – spell-
ing the end for many  of the unique 
shows  now  airing on local  stations.

Although the BBC has trumpeted 
the success of its  39 local 
radio stations as being at 16 
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ignored legal advice about  people 
being held too long in terrible condi-
tions at the Manston asylum  centre 
in Kent.

One cabinet minister said there 
was an  assumption she would  go 
soon: “I don’t think she’ll survive 
long. It isn’t just the leaks, it’s that 
she’s not making decisions.”        

   The home secretary was sacked 
by Truss for using a personal email 
to send a confi dential government 
document on immigration policy to 

Lula beats
Bolsonaro 
in stunning
comeback

Allegation  Truss’s personal 
phone was hacked adds to 
concern over cabinet culture

 Tom Phillips
São Paulo

Brazil’s former leftist president, 
Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, has sealed 
an astonishing political comeback, 
beating the far-right incumbent 
Jair Bolsonaro in one of the most 

signifi cant and bruising elections in 
the country’s history.

With 99% of votes counted last 
night, Lula, a former factory worker 
who became Brazil’s fi rst working-
class president exactly 20 years ago, 
had secured 50.8% of the vote. Bol-
sonaro, a  fi rebrand who was elected 
in 2018, received 49.1%.

On Paulista Avenue, one of the São 
Paulo’s main arteries, ecstatic Lula 
supporters gathered to celebrate his 
victory and the downfall of a radical 
right wing president whose presi-
dency produced an environmental 
tragedy and saw nearly 700,000 Bra-
zilians die of Covid.
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