The GNM Archive Behind the Headlines

This was a message
sent by a war reporter
in 1870. The town he
was in was blocked

off and he would not
have been able to send
anything by post.

® What method do you
think he was using to get this
message to its recipient?

® How did it get damaged?

® Who was he trying to
communicate with?

@® What do you think he
might have written on it?
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These are from a photographer
reporting during the Irish War of
Independence.

® What do you think these objects are
made out of?

® What is the relationship between the
two objects on the top?

@® What are the cases to the left used to
hold?

® When were these objects used?
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These are images of
Guardian staff from
an album made for
the Guardian’s 100th
anniversary.

® What guesses can you
make about the people?

® Two of the photos have |
women in them. What was
their role?

® Some of the people look
about your age. What do
you think their jobs were?
® Why do you think the

Guardian wanted to make
this album?
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THE MATERIALS

Tons of Newsprint

1946-7
1947-8;
1948-9

Tons of Twine

9
1
103

Cwts. of Lubricating Grease

13,500
19,800
20,420

Sheets of Zinc

G/M\

Telegraph Roll:

Gallons of Oil

Motor Vehicles

588
818

1,682

The heavy decrease in the consumption of oil is due 1o the scrapping of
several very old motor vehicles, and of ink is due to the installation of pump feed
instead of using drums of ink.
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1946-1949

Gallons of Petrol
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Gallons of Water
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7.373.800
7,118,000

7.180.000
7.514,900
6.953,300

icity

1,500,000
1.341.660
1.529.780

Incoming Telephone Calls

290,000

Cups of Tea served

Cﬁ%

In all cases the top figure is the carlicst, and the consumption of materials
in the latest year (1948/49) is the lowest of those given.
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graphic above show?

show?

today?
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These images are of working
reports from the 1940s.
® What information does the

® What does the map to the left

® Why were these produced?
® How would they be different

* WORKING |

REPORT
1948 - 1949

The Manchester Guardian
amd Gbening Defus L1,

The M.G. Circulation—A Historical Review

TPt ot aston s e it e e e e s o e oot Gusein
ke . i 0 g 3 hn i f s s 2 . of 1 crion

o bliove that the climb will stop, but there are indications
that the going is now becoming much harder, and any pre-

The chart opposte gives the actualaverage sale fon the years 1937 to 1949 (n this letniot(uirejrents youkd be eXremelyash

case the figure s for calendsr years).  For somoyears before 1937 th circulation had been faily
steady at just under SO000, but the coming shadow of war created a demand and in 1938 and
1999 the figure went up (o above D000, the beginning of an improvement that has_fasted
il the present.

An analyss of where the Guardian sells has been
urned into map form on the opposite page. It s interesting

One of the devices used to maintain creulaton had for long besn the cheap rate
subscription for professional readers, This had developed until i 1939 more. than one third of
our readers were taking advantage of it, butwith the outbreak of war the scheme vas aban-
doned, with & consequent sight, though very slight, drop in the 1940 figure.

aalled our local sal,
under half, and the est of our sale s national, being mostly.
disributed over those parts of the couniry in which we can
achieve reasonably punctual delivery.

From 1940 onvards the determining factor was ot the  public demand but_the.
ration of newsprint. Originally rationed on § pages, the Guardian was able like some of the I an effor to keep the cireulation fiure risin the
Directors decided to undertake a smal publicity campaign in
local and weskly newspapers, and in some periodicals, The
first campaign s run 1 the spring of 1949 and was basd
mainly on the copy reprinted here. 1t s impossble 10 trace
direct resuls o this publicity, but further campaigns are being
planocd.

sals, though it s nteresting 10 note.
that both The Times and the Daily
Telegraph adopied the opposite policy

S LTy grow/
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e o e miain:
101 mors fndly vty Ories « coy
regularly from your Newsageat.

Yy difnlty i getig he "GUARDIANT, erie o s,

e il aoned, e GUARDIAN CIRCULATION
S 19371949

The ol ration was from
time o time increased, but it was not
until September 1946 that the 1id was

taken off and for nine months unti ]
July 1947 sizes only. were rostrcted
‘while sales could rise 10 meet the public ,

demand. In July 1947 sales were
Pegged al the then existing levels and.
remiined 50 unil January 1949, AS 3

onh .

resl the 1947 creulation s 3 true re-
Nction of the demand for the first hall
of that scar, the 1948 fiure is again @

rsticied one, but the 1949 one, which
covers only the fist half of the year, is
again 4 true one. The trend of the

ehart is S0 encouraging that it is hard
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This is a cartoon from an
election in 1970. Either

Ted Heath (above right)

or Harold Wilson (below
right) would become Prime

Minister.

® What do you think the artist is
trying to say in his cartoon?

® What does this image above tell
you about what happened in the
election?

® What does the picture above
tell you about the way newspapers
were produced in the 1970s?

® How do you think this is different
to today?
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This itemis very
heavy and made
out of metal.

® What was it used for?

® Who would have used it?
® How big do you think it is?
® When was it from?

® Why do we have itin the
Guardian Archive?
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This item was used by
Guardian reporters
reporting from outside of
London.

@® When do you think it was used?
® What was it used for?

® How did the different parts of
it work?

® Why would reporters use this?

@® What is an equivalent item
that might be used today?
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