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 Senior Tories  today  warn  Liz Truss 
that she will lead a deeply divided 
Tory party to inevitable defeat at the 
next election unless she makes a con-
certed effort to include senior fi gures 
from across the party – including crit-
ics of Boris Johnson - in her cabinet.

The foreign secretary is expected to 
be  named  tomorrow   as the new Tory 

leader and then enter Downing Street 
as prime minister on Tuesday  after 
visiting the Queen  at Balmoral .

But after a bruising and at times 
hugely divisive seven-week cam-
paign against former chancellor Rishi 
Sunak, senior fi gures in the party fear 
she may be about to pack her admin-
istration with a mix of  Johnson loy-
alists and rightwingers such as John 
Redwood and Iain Duncan Smith, 
infl aming tension with moderates.

 Last night   a former Tory cabinet 
minister and critic of Johnson said 
there would be huge and “explosive” 
consequences if Truss allies such as 
Duncan Smith and Nadine Dorries 
were appointed to top positions and 
then tried to use their infl uence to 
scrap a  parliamentary inquiry into 
whether Johnson deliberately misled 
parliament .

Duncan Smith has put his name to 
a parliamentary motion calling for the 
investigation by the privileges com-
mittee – which could lead to Johnson 
being suspended as an MP – to be 
“discontinued”, while Dorries has 
made clear she backs such a move. 

The privileges committee has been   
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Simply the best

Serena Williams,  40 , at Flushing Meadows  yesterday   after her  third-round  
loss to  Ajla Tomljanović  in the US Open. Barring a change of mind, it ended 
her remarkable career (page 9 and Sport, pages 12-13). Mike Segar/Reuters

Leave.EU in 
liquidation as 
loan and fi ne 
left unpaid

 Brexit campaign group Leave.EU has 
gone into liquidation with its con-
troversial co-founder  Arron Banks  
appearing to  write off a loan worth 
more than £7m.

 Documents  submitted to 
Companies House also reveal that 
the anti-EU lobbying group, which 
was fronted by Nigel Farage during 
the 2016 EU referendum campaign, 
has failed to pay tens of thousands  
of pounds in fines  owe d to the 
Information Commissioner’s Offi ce 
(ICO) for breaches of data law .

Yet the  decision by Banks to appar-
ently write off £7,051,987 in loans to 
Leave.EU will attract most contro-
versy  after years of speculation over 
the source of his funding .

In 2018 a referral was made by the 
Electoral Commission to the National 
Crime Agency claiming Banks was not 
the “ true source ” of the loan and that 
the money had come “from imper-
missible sources”.

The NCA found no evidence of 
criminality,   concluding  that Banks 
took a loan from an Isle of Man com-
pany  he owned, which he was legally 
entitled to do.

Banks  had denied any wrong doing 
and  dismissed claims surrounding 
his funding as “ludicrous”.

Critics yesterday said the  apparent 
writing off of £7m might  be seen by 
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