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people expect
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® ‘UK drifting towards
two-tier health system’
® Patients now budget
for treatment — study

Denis Camphell
& Toby Helm

Most people in the UK now believe
they will have to spend their own
money on private healthcare for rou-
tine services such as dentistry, phys-
iotherapy and counselling because
theywon't be able to get them quickly
on the NHS, pioneering new research
has found.

The Joseph Rowntree Foundation
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says its findings, based on extensive
focus group analysis, is evidence that
Britons have undergone a “critical
shift in expectations” about the health
service's capacity to meet their needs.

“This research shows that the pub-
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For the first time, the foundation
has adjusted its minimum income
standard, which sets out what work-
ing-age adults believe is the base level
of money they need to live a decent
life in the UK, to include £200 a year
for spending on private health care.
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B98,000 people were admitted to
private hospitals in 2023, according
to figures from the Private Hospitals
Information Network.

Record numbers of people are also
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GB's Alice Tai is congratulated by US’s Jessica Long, aft
Paris yesterday. Tai is also the current world champion
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‘Career women choo

| Jason Wilson

Donald Trump's running mate in the
race to the White House, |D Vance,
said that professional women “choose
a path to misery” when they priori-
tise careers over having children in
a September 2021 podcast interview.

He also claimed men and boys in
the US were “suppressed” in their
masculinity.

The Ohio senator and vice-presi-

itself.

dential candidate said of women such
as his classmates at Yale Law School
that “pursuing racial or gender equity
is like the value system that gives their
life meaning ... [but] they all find that
that value system leads to misery”

Eversince he was picked by Trump,
Vance has been hit by scandals over
his past comments, especially those
concerning women and his percep-
tion of their role in society.

Last week, his campailgn was
rocked by previous comments blast-

isis in addition to the article
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ing a teachers’union president for not
having “some of her own" children.
His previous characterisations of
Democrat party leaders as “child-
less cat ladies” have also troubled
the Trymss sessmabenio affase oo
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voters.
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