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chairman of the 1922 Committee 
of backbench Conservative MPs, 
implored the prime minister to go of 
his own accord in the national inter-
est, and likened the events in the Tory 
party to a Greek tragedy.

“It is an inevitable tragedy,” Walker 
said. “He is a student of Greek and 
Roman tragedy. It is going to end in 
him going, so I just want him to have 
some agency in that.”

Walker said that in his view Johnson 
had got many things right, including 
the handling of the vaccine rollout, 
and deserved to be remembered for 
them, rather than suffer the indignity 
of losing a leadership challenge.

But he said the succession of par-
ties in Downing Street during national 
lockdowns had focused the anger of 
a traumatised country on No 10 in a 
way that could only be addressed if 
the prime minister moved aside. “It 
is just not going to get better,” he said.

  Last  night, Johnson moved to shore 
up his operation at No 10 – which was 
rocked by the resignations of fi ve key 
aides on Thursday – by appoint-
ing the  chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, Steve Barclay , as his 
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A slice of history

  A major Tory party  supporter is 
demanding  the repayment of 
£200,000 in donations after com-
plaining that he was excluded from 
elite political events and was never 
given auction prizes he had bid for at 
fundraising dinners, including break-
fast with Boris Johnson.

T elecoms businessman  Mohamed 
Amersi  paid £50,000  for member-
ship of Tory donor club the    Leader’s 
Group  in December 2020. But he says 
he was excluded from the invitation 
list for high-level events last year, and 
that offi cials were  instructed not to 
invite him to the party’s  winter ball 
last November.

He says he also paid £150,000 for 
auction prizes  he never received, 
including the breakfast with the 
prime minister, a Japanese meal with 
Jeremy Hunt and a “magical show” 
by  former defence secretary Penny 
Mordaunt, who once worked as a 
magician’s assistant.

 Emails and documents  regarding 
Amersi’s donation reveal how anx-
ious  offi cials in Conservative head-
quarters were to secure his support. 
One note even proposed he be helped 
in his ambition to become chair of the 
National Lottery Community Fund, a 
£40,000-a-year post for which he had 
been shortlisted.

Amersi said this weekend that 
while the donation system  appears The Queen, who today becomes the fi rst British monarch to reign for 70 years, 

celebrates at Sandringham yesterday. She also announced Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall, will be Queen Consort when Charles accedes. (Full story, page 5) Getty
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 Boris Johnson’s desperate efforts to 
save his premiership were under-
mined    yesterday  as one of his most 
loyal backbench supporters said it 
was now “inevitable” that Tory MPs 
would remove him from offi ce over 
the “partygate” scandal.

In an interview with the Observer, 
Sir Charles Walker , a former vice 
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