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PM hit by No 10 exodus as 
four aides quit in one day

 Heather Stewart 
Political editor

 Four of Boris Johnson’s key staff  
quit last night as the fallout from the 
Downing Street party scandal contin-
ued to shake his hold on government.

Johnson’s longstanding policy 
chief, Munira Mirza, was the fi rst 
to go, using a stinging resignation 
letter to accuse the prime minister 
of “scurrilous” behaviour when he 
falsely linked the Labour leader, Keir 
Starmer, to the failure to bring the 
paedophile Jimmy Savile to justice.

Within hours, three more of 
Johnson’s staff had gone –  Dan 

Rosenfi eld, his chief of staff ;  Martin 
Reynolds, his principal private sec-
retary; and Jack Doyle, his director 
of communications .

All three have been implicated 
in Downing Street’s response to the 
lockdown parties that are now being 
investigated by the Metropolitan 
 police. Reynolds sent a widely  shared 
email urging staff  to “bring your own 
booze” to one event on 20 May 2020.

While Johnson was expected to 
clear out many of his top team in the 
wake of Sue Gray’s report into the 
lockdown breaking gatherings pub-
lished  this week, Mirza’s resignation 
came out of the blue.

And in a sign of Johnson’s wan-
ing authority, this also provoked the 
 chancellor to issue a rare rebuke, as 
he also criticised the prime minister 
for his jibe against the Labour leader.

Asked about the comments at a 
press conference  yesterday,  Rishi 

The fl urry of resignations came at 
the end of an important day for the 
government as the chancellor sought 
to explain how he hope d to avert a 
cost of living crisis for millions of 
 people aff ected by rising fuel bills 
and mortgage payments.

  But the focus once again turned to 
the turmoil in Downing Street when   
Mirza  resigned.

Johnson  repeatedly refused to 
apologise after saying in a rowdy 
House of Commons session on 
Monday that as director of  public 
prosecutions from 2008 to 2013, 
Starmer had “spent most of his time 
prosecuting journalists and failing to 
prosecute Jimmy Savile”. 
In fact, Starmer took no 

Households 
braced for 
further fuel 
bill rises
 Larry Elliott and Phillip Inman

 Households  hit by Britain’s  worsening 
cost of living crisis should brace 
themselves for further increases in 
energy costs later this year, Rishi 
Sunak warned yesterday, as critics 
 said  his £9bn emergency package was 
insuffi  cient to prevent millions more 
people  struggling with fuel      poverty .

Prompted into action by the 
prospect of the average household 
paying an extra £700 a year for gas 
and electricity, the chancellor said he 
accepted it was a “very diffi  cult time” 
but that a combination of temporary, 
repayable discounts and council tax 
rebates would help soften the blow.

Sunak said that as things stood, the 
 price cap  of £1,971 set by the energy 
regulator, Ofgem, would rise  again in 
the  autumn, prompting calls for the 
government to do more to help those 
on the  lowest incomes.

The Resolution Foundation think-
 tank said even with the government 
support, the number of people liv-
ing in fuel stress – households where 
more than 10% of the budget is spent 
on energy – would double to  5 million.

“These energy crisis measures are 
woefully inadequate and will leave 
those on the lowest incomes and 
in the least effi  cient homes in deep 
peril,” said  Adam Scorer , chief exec-
utive of the charity National Energy 
Action. “We needed deep, 
targeted support for the 
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Policy chief Mirza is fi rst 
to leave, with stinging 
criticism of  Johnson

Sunak said : “ Being honest, I wouldn’t 
have said it.” Pressed repeatedly on 
whether Johnson should apologise, 
he said that was a matter for the prime 
minister.

Sunak has previously declined to 
criticise Johnson directly through-
out the weeks of revelations about 
 lockdown-busting parties in Downing 
Street, though he has acknowledged 
that mistakes were made.

‘It is desperately 
sad that you let 
yourself down by 
making a scurrilous 
accusation’

Munira Mirza
Letter to prime minister

▲ Munira Mirza with Johnson in 
2020. She said his remark about 
Starmer ‘was not the normal cut and 
thrust of politics’ PHOTOGRAPH: YUI MOK/PA

▲  Rishi Sunak, who said that he 
accepted it was a ‘very diffi  cult time’
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